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LIVE EXPORT — FEDERAL LABOR POLICY 

266. Mr P.J. RUNDLE to the Premier: 
Given my passion for the electorate of Roe as both the elected member and as a committed sheep grower and given 
that my electorate has the highest concentration of sheep farmers in the state, I refer to the Premier’s comments 
reported in PerthNow from 6 May that put him at odds with the federal Labor Party on its plan to shut down the 
live export industry. 

(1) Has the Premier contacted Mr Fitzgibbon or Mr Shorten regarding their policy? 

(2) What is the Premier doing to convince them of the importance of the live trade to WA farmers? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
I thank the member for Roe for the question. 

(1)–(2) This is obviously an important issue in Western Australia and there are a lot of views on it. Most of the 
feedback I get—so the member knows—is that the industry should be closed down. I suspect that 
members opposite agree; I can see them nodding. It is the same sort of thing. There is a very strong train 
of thought out there in the broader community that it should be closed. I urge the industry to listen to that. 
I urge the industry to change its conduct. I urge the leaders or spokespeople of the industry to lift their 
game because they are not doing farming communities, the transport industry or the waterside 
companies—the stevedores—any service whatsoever with their conduct. Head in the sand attitudes to 
this issue are not helping regional communities either. 

I think this industry is on its last warning because there is a strong move across Australia and 
Western Australia to close it down. The member is in here trying to politicise the issue. My view is that 
he should go back to his community and say to his farmers, “We need to clean this thing up and make 
sure that the standards exercised in this industry are improved out of sight because if they are not, the 
industry will get closed down.” 
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